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Palo Alto History. Org

The Stanford Research Park: The Engine of Silicon Valley

You don't hear about The Eastern Establishment so much anymore. But there was a time when to

be taken seriously in business, politics and most other fields, you pretty much had to be a product of the
east. It seemed that all the power players, big money men and members of the Old Boys’ Club went

to Harvard, Yale or one of the other east coast powerhouses. California just wasn'’t the big leagues. Maybe
it was because the Golden State was the home for Hollywood romances or because the weather was

more suitable for the Beach Boys than bigwigs in three-piece suits --- but for whatever reason, California
had trouble getting its due respect. And this could be rather frustrating for a school with a growing
reputation like Stanford University. While being called the “Harvard of the West” certainly earned
Stanford some respect in the postwar years, it still had to settle for a kind of second-class citizenship.

This bothered Stanford engineering Professor Frederick Terman. After all, even his protégés Bill
Hewlett and David Packard headed out east to MIT and General Electric after studying at Stanford. “In
those days,” Terman would later say, “a serious young engineer had to go back east to put spit and polish
on his education.” Unsatisfied with this arrangement, Terman began to consider how Stanford might
further a kind of western intellectual center that could rival the eminence of eastern hotspots. He
envisioned a collaboration between academia and industry that would benefit both, and --- thanks to
Stanford's land and interest --- Terman actually made it happen.
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